
October 2000

RE: Electronic Data Exchange (EDE) Technical Reference for 2001-2002

We are pleased to announce the availability of the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002.  

What Is the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002
The EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 is designed to meet the reference needs of programmers and data processing staff.

The Department of Education (ED) provides two types of software to EDE participants: 

· EDExpress 32-bit software for processing Title IV financial aid and direct loan data.

· EDconn32 software for sending and receiving electronic files.

Many EDE participants need additional specifications for these functions to develop their own software or develop software bridges between their own systems and EDExpress.  This guide provides sufficient information for you to build your own software to complement the software provided by ED for sending and receiving Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) data.  It includes information about:
· Record Layouts

· Required Edits

· Print Formats

· Specifications

· Reject Messages

These materials are applicable for renewal applications, electronic applications, Institutional Student Information Records (ISIRs), electronic corrections, and signature records.  

How Can You Get the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 

Download this document via the Internet at the Student Financial Aid (SFA) Download Web site, http://SFAdownload.ed.gov
If you have access to the Internet and cannot open the SFAdownload Web site, call your technical support staff to ensure you have full FTP download rights.  

You can download the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 from the Internet in either Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word formats.  You can download the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 as a whole document or in sections.  The EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 will have the date posted, file size, and approximate download time.  However, the length of time it takes to download a paper document depends on the speed of your Internet connection.

To download the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002:
1. Go to the URL field located at the top of your browser’s screen and type the SFAdownload Web site address: http://SFAdownload.ed.gov
2. On the welcome screen, double click on the References and Documentation link in the left hand column of the page.

3. Scroll down until you see Electronic Data Exchange Technical Reference.  Double click on 2001-2002 

4. If you select an Adobe PDF formatted file, click File, Save As from the menu bar, select a location on your hard disk, and then click the Save button to save the file.  

5. If you select a Microsoft Word formatted file, a dialog box will appear.  Click on Save it to disk, choose a location to save the file and press the Save button.  

6. For either type of file, the Web site is designed to give it a default name; however, you may choose another name for the file if you want.

7. Once the document has been downloaded on your hard disk, go to that location and double-click on the file to open and/or print it.

When You Can Expect Updates or Changes

We are providing this version of the EDE Technical Reference for 2001-2002 to you now.  As we test modifications to the Central Processing System (CPS) for the 2001-2002 processing cycle during the fall of 2000, we may find we have to make further changes to this document.  We will distribute update pages after CPS start up.  The CPS start up date for 2001-2002 is January 2, 2001.

If You Need Further Information

If you encounter any problems downloading from the SFAdownload Web site, please contact Title IV WAN Customer Service at 800/615-1189 or via email at T4WAN@NCS.COM.

If you have any questions or comments, please call CPS Customer Service at 800/330-5947, option 2.  You may also email inquiries, comments, or suggestions 24 hours a day to CPS@NCS.COM.  A representative will respond within 24 hours.
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